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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

SARAH M. BAIRD
Executive Director, LTBLI

Sarah Baird, President
Bridget Baird
Camille Brown, Emerita
Emily Dunham
Joanne Goldblum
Ben Kerman
Steven Levine
Rubens Mukunzi 
Thatcher Mweu 
Jamie Perry

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Derrick Luwaga 
GeorgeMichael Luberenga 
Francis J. Mpinganjira 
Abu Mubiru 
Caroline Mwebaza

TECHNICAL ADVISORS

ENERGY POVERTY CONSULTANTS
Alissa Benchimol
Shreya Nathan

We are very grateful to the hundreds of solar donors
who supported us as we brightened 150,000 lives in
2020! Huge thanks to the team of Wharton Global
Impact Consultants who traveled to Uganda and
back just before the pandemic, providing valuable
feedback on our maternal and infant health project! 
In response to COVID-19, we pivoted with our 
9 partners in Uganda, Kenya and Malawi from group
events to one-on-one solar donations and increased
the number of health centers electrified to 
46 clinics! Although the pandemic presented
unprecedented challenges, it also underscored the
importance of our mission in off-grid and low-
resource communities! 720,000 people are
benefiting from our innovative solar programming.
However, millions of people still live in the dark
without access to basic electricity.
Please, join us as we continue to fight Climate
Change and Global Poverty in 2021. 
Shine On!
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2020  PROGRAMMING

3,904 Solar Lights Donated

13 Health Clinics Electrified

150,000 Lives Brightened

Lights4Literacy

Launched in 2020, Lights4Literacy
is a joint project in Uganda with
Enjuba  (hosts of the Ugandan

Spell ing Bee) which donates solar
lights and books to impact l iteracy

and education. LTBLI is excited
about partnering with al igned NGOS,
as we ampli fy our impact and support

vulnerable chi ldren and famil ies in
off-grid communit ies

In 2020, LTBLI's maternal and infant project,
Safe Births + Healthy Homes, (SB+HH), was
launched at a 4th clinic in Uganda. SB+HH
solar-electrifies rural health clinics  and

donates solar l ights to new mothers .  More
than 2000 women and babies now have safe

l ights at home. In July 2020, the United
Nations NGO Major Group  cal led SB+HH "a

transformative pathway for accelerated
action" on the Global Goals for Sustainable

Development.

Safe Births + Healthy Homes 

"I  was shocked when schools closed - I  thought my academic
aspirat ions had come to an end. However, with the solar l ight, my

dreams are st i l l  on." - Bukenya, age 13

"My parents al low me to use the solar l ight at night to do my
studies. I  am happy that I  learned the various types of birds,

insects and animals!" -  Irene, age 7



Solar Lights
50%

Clinic Electrification
33%

Outreach/Community Trainings
12%

Op/Dev*
5%

Improved health and safety at home and in the
community
Women's empowerment and indicators of well-
being
Improved educational and economic outcomes
Decreased isolation for elders and people with
disabilities

2014 -2020    SOLAR  PROGRAMS
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PRIMARY  IMPACTS :

17,150 Solar Lights
Donated 

46
Health Clinics
Electrified

725,000
Lives

Brightened!

*Op/Dev includes all Operational costs at 4% and Development materials and event costs at 1%

BUDGETARY  SPENDING  IN  2020

Let There Be Light International began in 2014 in
Sarah and Ben's living room with one Ugandan
partner, a visionary board, and a budget of $15,000.
Today, our international Board of Directors and
Executive Director work with 9 grassroots partners
in 3 countries, implementing 25 projects annually
with a budget more than ten times our first budget.

Still operating as a volunteer-led organization in the
US, LTBLI now supports 3 highly skilled Energy
Poverty Consultants in Uganda and has trained 18
Field Officers in Uganda, Malawi, and Kenya. 

THE  KEYS  TO
LTBLI 'S  IMPACT :

Mission-driven growth
Valued partnerships
Strategic outreach 
95% of expenditures for programs,
education, and advocacy

AND  IMPACTS



Barbara and Brian Baird

Bridget B. Baird*

Cameron and Jane Baird Foundation

Karen Braunscheidel

Terry Dutton and Patty Riddle

Robert Gavin III

Joanne and David Goldblum*

Richard and Heather Hinds

Ben Kerman and Sarah Baird*

Diane and Don Lippincott

Ron and Johanna Melchiore

Maine Community Foundation

Rotary Club of Moorestown, NJ

Utopia Foundation

Bret Walburg

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS 2020 DONORS

 

SOLAR  HEROES

(GIFTS  $2 ,000  AND  ABOVE )

FOR  HELPING  LTBLI  TO  BRIGHTEN  LIVES
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*Board Members

Anonymous

Anne Baird

Brent Baird and Ann Bonte

Bruce Baird and Susan O'Connor

The Baird Foundation

Mimi and Peter Dow

Robert Goldstein

William and Jackie Gurney

Julia Kahrl

Rotary Club of Welland, ON

Brenda Senturia

Sorush Tahour

Susan and John Thomas 

SOLAR  SPONSORS

(GIFTS  $ 1 ,000  AND  ABOVE )

SOLAR  FRIENDS

(GIFTS  $250  AND  ABOVE )

Monica Angle and Sam Magavern

Bridget Baird and Tina Duarte

Michael and Michelle Baird

Susan Baird

The Benevity Fund

Cameron Blevins and Erica Nelson

John and Ellen Bodin

Joe Boswell Foundation

Camille Brown* and Jon Koff

Laura Chalk and Stefano Crema

Lisa Clauson and Bob LeLievre

John Gillick

Emily Herzog

Tudy and David Hill

Marie and Fred Houston

Alison and Christopher Illick

Karen Kassap and Cary Caldwell

Nathaniel Kerman and Katie Schneer

Carole Kimberlin

David Kurtz

Steven Levine*

William Magavern

Sally Marks

Marks Family Foundation

Rubens Mukunzi*

Eli Whitney Museum

Joseph Nguyen

Tolulope Oke

Dawn Powell

Renee Levine Packer

Sarah Reen

The Alexis Baird and Andres Paez Fund

The Bookman Perlman Charitable Fund

Howard (Woodie) Weiss

Kevin, a new mom and solar light recipient, used the money she
saved to install a solar power system on her home and now is

saving to buy a goat.



Diana Denman Adler

Mayor Aiyelokun

Selwan Al-Eshaiwi

Amazon Smile

Bob Artis

Cameron and Sarah P. Baird

Jessica Baird and Billy Hudson

Melissa Balbach and John Bace

Lain Barron

Judy Bashen

Charles Benz

Eric Berger

Ann Bischof

Jo Ann Blatner

Harrison and Patricia Bloom

Jane Bluestein

Hannah Braunscheidel

Joan Brouillard

Maud and Bartley Bryt

Krista Campano

Laird Carpenter

Nancy Carpenter

Jessie Carey

Christine Challeen

Elaine Chu

Helene Clarkson

Tiana Coats

Mary Cochrane

Rubina Cohen

Becky Conekin

Virginia Coon

Penn Creeley

Colleen Cummings

Julia Cutler

Candace Kellogg Darby

Marilyn Dare

Hugh and Jean Davis

Lorraine DeLuz

Cornelia and Richard Dopkins

Patricia Dugan-Adams

Dixie and Rocky Dugan-Siegel

Dundas Valley Sunrise 

   Rotary Club

Emily Dunham*

Peter Ehlinger

Jill and Michael Epstein

Ray Fair

Cathy Fenn

Laura Clauson Ferree

Ruth Flemming

Paul and Betsy Florin

Kenny Foscue

Julie Fraenkel and Josh Mamis

Amy and Ken Friedman

Ann Fuller

Mary Ganey

Connor Garelick

Lynn Gates

Lodewijk Gelauff

Marwan Ghalib

Anita Goldstein

Lyndle and Robert Gradoville

Beth Golebiewski and Bill Greeley

Ann and Don Green

Nancy Gurney

Susan Gurney

Katka Hammond

Sarah Jane Harder

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS 2020 DONORS

 

SOLAR  DONORS

FOR  HELPING  LTBLI  TO  SHINE  A  LIGHT
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Florence, 85, takes care of her 12 grandchildren. She used to spend 40% of her household income on
kerosene for her dangerous open-flame "tadooba" light. Her solar light allows her family to buy food during

the financial hardships of Covid-19.



JD Hartman

Jodie and Seth Henderson

Colleen Hellerman

Amy Hinds

Jennifer Hole

Connie and Sam Hoyt

Carole Iles

Luella Johnson

Patricia Johnson

Rick Johnson

Preethi and George Joseph

Brian Kaylor

Julie Kemble

Charles and Carol Kerman

Dan and Donna Kerman

Eva Kerman and Jeff Koblich

Larry and Gayle Kerman

Lewis Kerman and Clark Trafton

Meg and George Knight

Trudi Lazarus

Kathi Levitan and Ira Belkin

Catherine and Matt Lincoln

Ellen Lugar

Jim Magavern

David Mann

McKenzie Mattison

Rochelle Matza

Mighty Cause Foundation

Randi Greenstein Mitchell

Janet Morrison

Leah Munoz

Chris Murawski

M.S. Niemelainen

Ashley Ohl

Charlie Ohl

Leslie Ohl

Susan Oliver

Bernard Olszewski

Peter Owen

Carolyn Padwa

Joan Parks

Zehra Patwa

Jessica Pepper Peterson

Jamie Perry*

Stephanie Pfalzgraf

Noura Pharon

Ben Poulos

Cameron Prozinski

Reilly Rabitaille

Jayne Rand

Lisa Rathke and Todd DePerno

Betsy and Grant Ritter

Kate Roach and Kevin Hogan

Mary and Dean Rockwell

Karen Romanowski and Dan Kaplan

John Rooney

Sally Russell

Elizabeth Savino

Catherine Sbriglio

Maureen Schefsky

Claire Schen and Greg Sherr

Gabrielle and Zach Schifferle

Katie and Bob Schultz

Dena Schwinke

Donna and Bob Scymanski

Martha Senturia and Warren Cintron

Suzanne Sepe and Richard Glendon

Savanna Siens

Lindsey Silva

Rebecca Simon

Cyd Slotoroff

Katharine and Andrew Smith

Ruth Spivak

Cynthia and David Stark

Karen Stelle

Nancy and Greg Stevens

Reed and Carolyn Stevens

Sheila Stukenborg

Andrea and Owen O Suilleabhain

Ganesh Swaminathan

Michael Tabakin

Suzanne Taylor

Lori Tessier

Mary Ellen Thursby

Jennifer Tonge

UK Giving Foundation

Emmy Weiss

Wells Fargo Giving

Guy West

Betty and Jim Whitney

Susan and Trey Wildridge

Dave Williams

Emily Williams

Ann and Richard Wolney

Brenda Young

Kathy Zakhar-Habib

Lisa Zeimer
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Solar Donors cont'd

*Board Members

"Solar light has enabled me to remain
academically active and sound" 

Siblings Latifah and Amina use their solar light to keep
learning during the Covid-19 pandemic.



@shineonltbli

@ShineOnLTBLI

@ LetThereBeLightInternational640 Ellicott Street, #12B

Buffalo, NY 14203

USA
+1 203-281-0565

hello@lettherebelightinternational.org


